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she seemed to see thus--the years of luxury and wealth which her rich marriage was preparing for her. And had
it not been the dream for which she sighed? She, the ideal blonde, of eighteen years, with the tall and proud
figure; the pure, disdainful profile under heavy curls like those of an archangel; with haughty eyes sparkling like
blue gems under the golden fringes of her long eyelashes. She had been for a long time a poor girl, the
daughter of citizens who had seen better days, that marvelous human lily. She had experienced all the petty
troubles, all the cruel daily sufferings of misery that conceals itself. The poor and inelegant gowns, painfully
remodeled every year; the insolence of creditors; humiliations; continual and tormenting thoughts of money--
slle had experienced them all, and in her little heart, eager for pleasure and enjoyment, swollen with unsatisfied
longings, a dream was arisen little by little, occupying all the room, rendering her insensible to all the rest: the
dream of at last becoming rich. She wanted it, absolutely; she was born for it; she was rich, now. That yes,
which she had just pronounced, had, by its three magic letters, changed her destiny; and she Italian of Haydec:
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