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The reconstruction of climatic changes in the Upper Quaternary is especially interesting in light of their impact
on man and his environment. The knowledge will help face the problems that may arise in the future. The
author focusses on a new model of climatic changes in the last 6000 years, and their influence on the peoples of
the Middle East. He combines results from the natural sciences with historical documents and archeological
findings. Thus various biblical events can be explained by using hydrogeological and paleoclimatic
developments. Water shall flow from the Rock is an exciting book for geoscientists interested in the recent past
and for those interested in the flourishing and decline of civilizations in the Middle East. Many times when the
author saw the bedouins of southern Sinai excavate their wells in the crystalline rocks, from which this part of
the peninsula is built, the story of Moses striking the rock to get water came to mind. The reader will, indeed,
find in this book the description for a rather simple method by which to strike the rock to get water in the
wilderness of Sinai. Yet this method was not invented by the author nor by any other modem hydrogeologist,
but was a method that the author learned from the bedouins living in the crystalline mountains of southern
Sinai. These bedouins, belonging to the tribe of the Gebelia (the "mountain people"), live around the monastery
of Santa Katerina and, according to their tradition, which has been conftrmed by historical research, were
once Christians who were brought by the Byzantine emperor, Justinian, from the Balkans in the 6th century A.
D. to be servants to the priests of the monastery. They know...
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