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Reprinted From Transactions of the Institution of Naval Architects The main purpose of this paper is to place on
record the facts respecting the steam trials of deep-draught twin-screw ships of the Royal Navy, and to
compare their performances with those of similar ships propelled by single screws. From this comparison it
may be possible to deduce some measure of the relative efficiency, as propellers, of single and twin screws; and
the discussion will probably have a practical interest for ship builders and ship-owners generally. The opinion
appears to be generally entertained that in deep-draught ships it is preferable to employ a single screw,
because any assigned speed can be attained with a smaller engine-power than would be required with twin
screws. This opinion is based rather upon a priori reasoning than on actual experience; very few trials having
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