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Introduction, Elleke Boehmer, As well as being a remarkable statesman and one of the world's longest-detained
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giant. Once a man with an unknown face, he became aBer his 1994 release one of the most internationally
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shows how our picture of Mandela is a great deal more complicated than the legend suggests: quality of
character is combined with his talents as a performer, his maverick ability to absorb transnational influences,
his proximity to outstanding colleagues, his steely survival skills, and his postmodern ease with media image. It
shows how many diFerent interconnected stories, histories, values, and symbols combine in the famous name
Nelson Mandela. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a
new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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