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the Country, and Manners and Customs of the Inhabitants When, in the course of human events, it becomes
necessary for a nation to send forth her armies, either to battle for her liberties upon her own borders and drive
from her shores the ruthless invaders of her rights, or to fight for the honor of her flag upon a foreign soil, the
movements, and victories, and reverses which may attend the march of those armies, are looked upon with the
most vital and abiding interest by all classes and departments of that nation which sent them forth to the field,
and whose honor as a people, or existence as an independent nation, may depend upon the issue. And then,
when the storm of battle is past, and the gory wheels of the Juggernaut of war stands still, and the wails that go
up from the field of mortal combat, shall be changed into the songs of rejoicing and the paeans of returning
peace, it is naturally expected by that nation, and by the world, that some one familiar with the stirring events,
some actor in the thrilling drama, who moved among the battling legions, and looked out upon the shock
where contending armies met, and valor fought and bled, should take up the pen of the historian, and for the
pleasure and information of mankind, chronicle, with a free and impartial hand, and an unbiassed head, the
most prominent features of the war, and the...
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