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THE MOTHER There was a company of women sitting up one
night in the house of Barbara of the Bridge, spinning frieze. It
would be music to you to be listening to them, and their voices
making harmony with the drone of the wheels, like the sound of
the wind with the shaking of the bushes. They heard a cry. The
child, it was, talking in its sleep. Some evil thing that crossed the
door, says Barbara. Rise, Maire, and stir the cradle. The woman
spoken-to got up. She was sitting on the floor till that, carding.
She went over to the cradle. The chi-ld was wide awake before
her, and he crying pitifully. Maire knelt down beside the cradle.
As soon as the child saw her face he ceased from crying. A long,
beautiful face she had; a brow, broad and smooth,...
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