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synchronic and diachronic aspects, 18 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: In Middle English
and Early Modern English one could choose either You or Thou (and their respective variants see Simpson et al.
2005: entry Thou, pers., pron., 2nd sing.). Either choice carried a number of implications, depending on the
period of time in the language (Barber 1976:204-210). This system, which exists in many (but predominately
European) countries is generally referred to as the T/V distinction.Although similar to the German T/V
distinction (Blake 1983:6), there is a phenomenon in Early Modern English, particularly in Shakespeare s plays,
which sets the You/Thou distinction apart. Whereas in German, French or Italian, it would be very rare and even
rude to switch back and forth from T to V or the other way around, this must have happened quite frequently in
Early Modern English dialogues (Brown and Gilman 1960:274-275). Eventually, of course, the use of Thou
declined leaving the English language with only one second person pronoun, serving all cases without
alteration (except possessive Yours and determiner Your) and both singular and plural (Gorlach 1991:85).A
speaker of Early Modern English consequently had not only the option of choosing T or V once, he or she could
also switch within a conversation, sometimes within a single utterance. The choice then would carry certain
implications, about the emotions of the speaker, about his fondness or dislike of the addressee, or about the
social ranks of both addresser and addressee. As a result, choosing the pronoun...
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