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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Landmark of Freedom: Speech of Hon. Charles
Sumner, Against the Repeal of the Missouri Prohibition of Slavery North of 36 30, in the Senate, February 21,
1854 It is with regard to this territory, that you are now called to exercise the grandest function of the lawgiver,
by establishing those rules of polity which will determine its future character. As the twig is bent the tree
inclines; and the influences impressed upon the early days of an empire, like those upon a child, are of
inconceivable importance to its future weal or woe. The bill now before us, proposes to organize and equip two
new territorial establishments, with governors, secretaries, legislative councils, legislators, judges, marshals,
and the whole machinery of civil society. Such a measure, at any time, would deserve the most careful
attention. But, at the present moment, it justly excites a peculiar interest, from the effort made - on pretences
unsustained by facts - in violation of solemn covenant, and of the early principles of our fathers - to open this
immense region of slavery. According the existing law, this territory is now guarded against slavery by the
positive prohibition, embodied in the act of Congress, approved March 6th, 1820, preparatory to the admission
of Missouri into the Union, as a sister State, and in the following explicit words: Sec. 8. Be it farther enacted.
That in all that territory ceded by France to the United States under the name of Louisiana, which lies north 36
30 of north latitude, not included within the limits of the State contemplated by this act, Slavery and Involuntary
Servitude, otherwise than as the punishment of...
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