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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** .Excerpt from The Secret of the Palace The private cabinet of the
Emperor. Emperor, Marquis. Emp. Sir Marquis, | am in need of your services. Marq. (kneeling). My devotion, my
life are at the feet of your Majesty. Emp. Without doubt you have heard of the delivery of the Empress? Marq.
Yes, Sir. And my joy was great when | learned that the newly born is a boy. Paris is jubilant and will give him a
hearty welcome. They are already making preparations for an immense illumination. Emp. So, that Paris is
contented. Marg. Yes, Sir; Paris is contented, happy; especially, in learning that your first-born child is a boy.
Emp. | have just told you, that | wanted your services; | want still more, your discretion. Marg. Your Majesty may
rely on it. Emp. Paris is jubilant, you say, at the birth of a male child. Well, | must tell you, Sir Marquis, that the
child is a girl. Marq. A girl! Oh, is it possible! Emp. Yes, Sir Marquis, a girl, a Princess; and | want a boy, a Prince;
in fact a male successor. However strong may appear my Imperial dynasty, it needs a vigorous sprig to fortify
it. To conclude, Sir Marquis, | must have a male infant. Marqg. | understand the state reasons, that your Majesty
has so well explained to me. Emp. Sir Marquis, may | rely on you? Marq. kneeling). | repeat it: my life is at the
feet of your Majesty. All the torments invented by the Inquisition could not draw from me a syllable of this
secret. Emp. Well, then, procure me a male infant. Marq. Sir, to-morrow,...
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