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Books I. To XII I Have adopted blank verse for the principal portion of this attempt to render into English the
Odyssey of Homer, although there are two objections to that metre. First, the great diEiculty of the metre itself.
Second, that even in hands far more able than mine, blank Iambics can hardly give the picturesque variety, and
broken light and shadow of the Homeric Hexameter of the Odyssey; of which I have endeavoured, how vainly I
fear, - to catch some reflection. But in spite of these objections, faithfulness to the original is the first requisite of
a translator, and I am convinced that it is not possible to give a faithful rendering of so long a poem in verse,
with the additional burden of rhyme. For the sake of variety I have introduced the two shorter lays of
Demodocus, and the Sirens song, in rhyming stanzas; these must be considered rather as paraphrases than
accurate renderings of the originals. I hope I may lay claim to accuracy and faithfulness for the rest of my
work. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find
more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections
present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the...
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