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notes, or in arranging and editing this volume, it will be clear to the reader, from the number and high
character of the authors quoted, that such a collection ought to be very useful for preaching and meditation.
Assuredly the thoughts and words of great thinkers, of profound scholars, of devout and religious men and
women, must at all times be profitable to all, and, in particular, to those whose state of life requires that they
should give to others, by preaching and writing, that sound doctrine and spiritual nourishment which the life of
the soul demands. It is thoughts and ideas that they who would speak to others need. Given the training and
education that belong to each one s calling in life, it is not so much long treatises and volumes on single
questions that one requires, as thoughts and ideas on the particular various questions which one desires to
treat. Hence the writer or preacher on doctrinal and religious topics needs thoughts - he needs the thoughts
and ideas of others to stimulate and set in motion his own stream of thought. The subjects discussed in this
work are partly dogmatic, partly moral. There has been no special attempt to insist more on the one than on
the other, so that fairly equal attention has been extended to...
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